
• Fences and hedges when located within a front, side or rear 
yard, or within five (5) feet of a lot line shall be subject to the 
following location and height restrictions: 

 

1. No portion of a fence shall exceed seven (7) feet in height. 

2. Fences and hedges shall be located so no part thereof is within three (3) feet 
of any alley or one and a half (1 –1/2) feet of a street right-of-way. 

3. In residential districts, fences within the front yard shall not exceed four (4) 
feet in height. 

4. Before issuing a permit for a fence proposed to be located on a lot-line that is 
shared by two different property owners, the City of Belle Plaine will require 
the following conditions to be met: 

A. The owners of the properties that share the lot-line on which the proposed 
fence will be located must sign a written agreement that outlines the materi-
al the fence will be constructed from, the location of the fence, and the agree-
ment of both property owners to all of the above conditions. 

B. The agreement must then be filed with the County Recorder. 

C. A copy of the agreement and proof of its filing with the County Recorder 
must be presented to the City Official responsible for issuing of fence per-
mits before the permit will be issued. 

D. If agreement cannot be reached between the property owners on a shared lot
-line fence, any fence constructed on either property must be a minimum of 
three (3) feet from said shared lot-line. 

 

• FENCED ENCLOSURES SHALL BE PROVIDED FOR OUT-
DOOR SWIMMING POOLS WITH A DEPTH OF EIGHT-
EEN (18) INCHES OR MORE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE 
FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Fences must be at least six (6) feet in height from ground level but not ex-
ceed seven (7) feet from the top rim of the pool and have no spaces that 
would allow a two (2) inch diameter sphere to pass through and be non-
climbable. 

2. Fences must have a self-closing and self-latching device on the gate. 

3. Fences must be located so no part thereof is within three (3) feet of an alley 
or one and a half (1 -1/2) feet of a street right-of-way (sidewalk, etc.). 

                FENCE AND HEDGE REGULATIONS 

  CITY OF BELLE PLAINE  

 

MARK DRAHN 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR  

 

319-444-3109 

       Are you going to build a fence? 
            Here’s what you need to know……. 

Before you start : 

• Know where your property line is. 
You are solely responsible for put-
ting a fence on your own property. 

A.  Check your deed and abstract 

 Talk with your neighbor 

C.    Find property markers 

 Maintain proper set backs          
and height requirements of the 
fence. 

• CALL IOWA ONE CALL 

            1-800-292-8989 

                IT’S THE LAW! 

 

You can borrow a metal detector 
from Zoning Administrator, Mark 
Drahn. Call 444-3109 

Questions? Contact the 
Zoning Administrator at 
444-3109 

A building permit is 

MANDATORY 
No charge-this type of permit 



• Barbed wire and electric fences shall be subject to the follow-
ing requirements: 

 

1. Barbed wire and electric fences shall not be allowed in residential or com-
mercial zones. 

2. Barbed wire and electric fences shall be prohibited within five (5) feet of a 
public sidewalk or within four (4) feet of a street right-of-way where a pub-
lic sidewalk does not exist. 

3. Electric fences shall not be permitted in any district except for the enclosure 
of livestock operations in agricultural zones (A-1). 

4. No electric fence shall carry a charge greater than twenty-five (25) mill. nor a 
pulsating current longer than one-tenth (1/10) per second in a one-second 
cycle.  All electric fence chargers shall carry the seal of an approved testing 
laboratory. 
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